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wherein the light directing assembly defines an additional illumination/detection 
channel for directing the incident beam onto the sample along an axis perpendicular to the 
sample's plane and directing a reflection of the perpendicular incident beam to the detector, 
the additional illumination/detection channel being formed by a beam splitter spatially 
separating the perpendicular incident and reflected beams, and first and second planar 
mirrors, each being additionally shiftable between its operative and inoperative positions 
being, respectively, in and out of the optical path of the respective beam, such that when the 
first and second planar mirrors are in their operative positions, the incident and returned 
beams propagate through the illumination and the detection channels, respectively, and when 
the first and second planar mirrors are in their inoperative states, the incident and returned 
beams propagate through the additional illumination/detection channel. 
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wherein the light directing assembly defines an additional illumination/detection 
channel for directing the incident beam onto the sample along an axis perpendicular to the 
sample's plane and directing a reflection of the perpendicular incident beam to the detector, 
the additional illumination/detection channel being formed by a beam splitter spatially 
separating the perpendicular incident and reflected beams, and first and second planar 
mirrors, the first mirror being located in the optical part of the incident beam and being 
shiftable between its operative and inoperative positions being, respectively, in and out of 
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the optical path of the incident beam, and the second planar mirror being accommodated in 
the optical part of the returned beam and being shiftable between its operative and 
inoperative positions being, respectively, in and out of the optical path of the returned beam, 
such that when the first and second planar mirrors are in their operative positions, the 
incident and returned beams propagate through the illumination and the detection channels, 
respectively, and when the first and second planar mirrors are in their inoperative states, the 
incident and returned beams propagate through the additional illumination/detection channel. 
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